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on  the  questions   submitted   for   their  consideration.
M. Goremykine, who had affected at the outset a sort
of Olympian calm, and who was visibly pleased with the
role, took no pains to conceal the little respect he had
not only for the Douma, but even for the Council of
Ministers,   considering   that   institution   as   a   useless
innovation   and  giving   his   colleagues   to   understand
that he called them together merely for the sake of form.
One can easily imagine what the meetings of the Council
amounted to under such conditions :   M. Goremykine
presided in a tired and absent-minded fashion, hardly
deigning to take notice of the contrary views expressed
by its members, and generally terminated the discussions
by stating that he would submit his own opinion to
the Emperor for decision.    If his attention was drawn
to the disturbed state of affairs in the Douma, and the
bad effect it might have on the country, he replied
that it was all " childishness," and cited the ultra-con-
servative newspapers,  subsidized by himself,  as proof
that the entire population was devoted to the monarchi-
cal power  and therefore he did not let himself be
influenced by anything   that  happened in the Palace
of the Tauride.   The extreme  reactionary  Ministers,
Prince Schirinsky-Schihmatoff and M. Stichinsky, main-
tained an injured air, and, when expressing an opinion
upon any matter, never omitted to add that no govern-
mental activity would be possible as long as the auto-
cratic power was not restored.    M. Schwanebach wasted
time in interminable digressions and attacks upon Count
Witte and the preceding Cabinet, never failing to betake
himself  after  each meeting to the Austrian  Embassy,
where he talked over the details of the discussion with
las friend, Baron von Aerenthal, and the next morning
Itis version thereof was known at Vienna, and at Berlin